alighieri

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A Note from Principal Jess
November, 2021
Dear Alighieri Families,
Today I received two emails from parents, each
reaching out to let me know how grateful they
are to various staff members for their support of
our families and children. During this month of
Thanksgiving, I want to say how grateful I am for
the opportunity to be your school leader. I am
filled with joy each day as I am surrounded by your joyful children, our caring staff,
and our families who never cease to take time out of your busy schedules to express
your gratitude for our school. Please know how much we all appreciate your
consistent partnership.
Have a wonderful month!
Principal Jess

Important
Dates
School Site

Veterans'

Thanksgiving

Council

Day
Holiday

Monday, November 8, 2021
@ 7pm
[Zoom Link]

Thursday, November 11,
2021

Hoiday
Early Dismissal
Wednesday 11/24
No School - Thursday
11/25 & Friday 11/26-

[No School]

ALIGHIERI + BPS updates
Alighieri Accolades for Students
and Families
Alighieri Accolades go out to:

The many families who have donated healthy
snacks, pumpkins for carving and more to their
classroom communities!
Families who have support their child's needs
through the IEP and 504 processes. We
appreciate your support and advocacy.
Sarah Barnat for advocating for students and families
with her testimony at a recent School Committee
Meeting.
Shout outs to Kemberli Paes, Megan Balderston, Lilliana
Arteaga, Fedelay Laforgue, Marcella Medina-Madrid, Victoria Restrepo, Heather Kros,
David Ingenthron, Tania Del Rio for jumping into another year of School Parent Council
and School Site Council, especially those who are jumping in completely new to this all.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Ms. Mary wants to thank the families of the Sycamore classroom for donating healthy
snacks and beautiful flowers for our classroom. Thank you for your generosity!
Ms Shelton in the main office shouts out Sylvia Emond for taking daily attendance for her
class and bringing it down to the main office! She is always very gracious and attentive.

Monthly Newsletters by Class!
Check out this month's newsletters for:
Children's House
Sycamore Room [Ms. Mary]
Sequoia Room [Ms. Cassondra]
School House:
Lower El 204- Ms. Mary Evelyn

Lower El 203 -Mr. Achala
Upper El 201 - Ms. Quinn
Literacy 5&6- Ms. Scheid

Good News Videos from October!
Did you miss our Good News
Videos? Check Them out! Check
them out on our unlisted Youtube
channel!

Picture Day Make-ups
Friday, 11/5/21 is Picture Day
Retake!
If your student was absent on our
original picture day, or if you are
unhappy with the results, the
photographer will return on Friday to
take photos once again. If you have
already had pictures taken, you will need
to bring your originals back in order to
not be charged again. See Flyer

Classroom Volunteering/ Field
Trip Chaperoning
Thank you helping out!
Are you able to volunteer some time this year for the Alighieri, either in the school or
on Field Trips? If so, you're going to need a background check and proof of
vaccination [or negative COVID test. Please complete this CORI form [background

check] for your . Please note that this process may take several weeks, but is good
for the whole year, so please fill out now if you think you may have any interest in
volunteering or chaperoning1

Nurse Patsy's Corner
Health Services has again partnered with Smile
Massachusetts, a mobile dentistry group, to provide free dental
services to BPS students. They have expanded scope and are
able to accommodate more schools! They require at least 25
permission slips to schedule a visit and can only see students
who have not visited a dentist in the last 6 months. Their teams
have completed all necessary agreements related to COVID19 safety. We will be sending home permission slips this
week. If you want your child examined by the Dentist please
complete the permission form, sign and return as soon as
possible.
Mandatory Vision & Hearing Screening was performed last
Tuesday, October 26th. Unless you opted out of mandated
screenings your child was tested. Referral letters were sent
home in backpacks, please check to see if your child needs a
vision or hearing referral. If you have any questions please call
me at 617-635-8529 x 11583

COVID Contact Tracing: Beginning Nov 1st, HealthCareIT
is partnering with Health Services to identify close contacts
of positive cases. Please note that they will call from
857.214.7468 or email at
BPScontacttracing@HealthcareITLeaders.com.

Alighieri Schoolyard Cleanup Day!
Saturday, November 6, 8-10am
Volunteers needed to help clear out the
garden beds and sweep around the
schoolyard! Kids are welcome (and
encouraged)! We have some tools handy but
bring gloves and yard tools if you have them.
Contact: Lindsay Falewicz @
lindsay.falewicz@gmail.com

Lunch Bunch with Ms. Wanny!

Lunch Bunches have begun! Ms. Wanny is meeting with small
groups of Lower and Upper El students every Monday and
Friday during lunches. This is a time for students to connect
with each other in a new way, to talk with a trusted adult about
what's on their minds, and more! Ask your child if they're in this
month's lunch bunch! If they're not - they may be soon!
wpimentel@bostonpublicschools.org).

Cafeteria/ Food Updates
Please remember that we are a nut-free
school, due some severe student
allergies. Please do not send products
with peanuts or tree nuts into school with
your child.
Check out the "My Way Cafe" Menu for
November!

Community Meeting/ Equity Round
Table
Thank you to all those who attended our
10/14 Community Meeting/ Equity
Round Table regarding our ESSER
Funding. Here's the presentation if you
weren't able to attend!
Our next meeting will take place on
Wednesday, 11/17 [Zoom Link], where
we will discuss our Fall MAP data and
Kaleidoscope Partnership.

BPS offers Online Tutoring 24/7
Superintendent Cassellius recently announced a new 24/7 access to academic
support through the online tutoring company, Paper. Students can connect with
tutors online to ask any question in over 200 subjects as well as get feedback
on any written assignments. This online, on-demand, secure tutoring service
has no time-limits or session caps for any student and will be a key part of how
BPS works with students who are in quarantine. Access will be available in nine
additional languages. Paper offers live information sessions specifically for

families. If you have any questions about this service, you can register for a
Parent Q&A session here or reach out at parents@paper.co and speak with a
member of the Paper team directly.

Snap Benefits
Boston Public Schools students who received Pandemic EBT, or P-EBT may be eligible for monthly
funds to help buy food with SNAP. As students return to in-person learning, they will no longer receive
P-EBT benefits, however, you should hold onto your P-EBT cards for the future. The Department of
Transitional Assistance (DTA) has now made it easier to apply for SNAP funds. SNAP is here for
families at any time - during the pandemic and after. During COVID, the monthly SNAP funds are
temporarily higher. For example, if you get SNAP as a family of 3, you will receive $658 per month, or
$835 for a family of 4. Like P-EBT, using SNAP does not impact you or your child's immigration status
and is not a part of the “public charge” test. If you are not a US citizen, it is safe for you to get SNAP for
an eligible family member (like your US citizen child). We encourage you to check your eligibility and
apply - it takes just 20 minutes or less. To learn more about the SNAP program and for more information
visit MAp-EBT.org/SNAP or call 877-382-2363. Assistance is also available in over 100 languages.

Student Council at the Alighieri
Our Student Council leaders, under the
leadership of Ms. Scheid, have been
hard at work this month, restocking our
Little Free Library, managing our school
library, mentoring 4th years, supporting
our Children's House bus students,
serving as Reading Buddies in our
Children's House, and planning for
whole-school initiatives. Stay tuned for
from our amazing leaders!

Safety Notes for Families
Families need an appointment to enter the
school building. In addition, families should
check in with main office during hours school
is in session - whether in school building or on
school grounds. All staff and family remembers
should remain masked at drop-off and pick-up,
per the Superintendent's letter to families on
9/30/21.

BPS Weekly Updates for Families
Stay Up to Date with BPS
Programs for Families
BPS updates families with a weekly
newsletter. Click here for important
information about BPS specific
programming.

Dante Alighieri Montessori School
Address: 37 Gove St
East Boston, Massachusetts, 02128
Phone: 617-635-8529
www.bpsmontessori.com
Contact Us
Today!



